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RALEIGH PUBLIC SCHOOL 

 

Nurturing Children in an Innovative and Creative Environment 

Find us at 12 North Street, Raleigh 2454  Phone 02 6655 4228   

Email: Raleigh-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au Website: https://Raleigh-p.schools.nsw.gov.au 

School Principal: Mrs Katrina Meenahan 

Newsletter, Term 1, Week 4        15 February 2023 

15 February  Scholastic Book Club orders due today 
16 February  Kids in the Kitchen 
17 February  Sporting schools AFL 
21 February  Sporting Schools Hockey 
24 February  Sporting schools AFL 

 
Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

Last Friday we had an amazing day with the other small schools at our annual Small Schools 
Swimming Carnival in Bellingen. We had eleven students attend the carnival and of these 
eight qualified to go on to represent our school and Small Schools team at the District 
Swimming Carnival at Macksville on Monday 27th February. All eleven students who attended 
had a go in events and swam in at least one 50m event. Although some students received 
places in their events they may not have qualified for their event at the District level. Mrs 
Corcoran and myself were very proud of the effort, attitude and behaviour of those students 
who attended! We can not wait to see them all participate again next year. 

 

Congratulations to the following students who placed at the small schools carnival and 
qualified for events at the District level. Events that qualified are marked with an asterisk: 
Winter - 1st 8 yrs Girls 50m Freestyle*  

Indi – 1st 9 yrs girls 50m Freestyle*, 2nd Jnr Girls 50m Backstroke* and 1st Jnr Girls 50m 
Breaststroke  

Sophia – 2nd 9 yrs girls 50m Freestyle*, 3rd Jnr Girls 50m Breaststroke and 3rd Jnr girls 50m 
Backstroke  

Ivy – 1st 11yrs girls 50m Freestyle*, 1st 11yrs Girls 50m Backstroke*, 2nd 11yrs Girls 50m Breaststroke*, 
Peter Dobson Relay* and 1st 11yrs Girls 50m Butterfly  

Arianwen - 3rd 11yrs Girls Breaststroke  

Liam – 1st 9 yrs Boys 50m Freestyle* and 2nd Jnr Boys 50m Breaststroke*  

Owen – 2nd 9 yrs Boys 50m Freestyle  

Heath – 1st Senior Boys 50m Backstroke*, Peter Dobson Relay*  

https://raleigh-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/
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August – 2nd 11yrs Boys 50m Breaststroke* and Peter Dobson Relay*  

Lincoln - Peter Dobson Relay* and 3rd 11yrs Boys 50m Breaststroke  

A huge congratulations to Indi and Ivy who won the Junior Girls and 11yrs Girls Age Champions 
and due to the great effort and participation of our students we also came away as the 
Champion Small School. Go Raleigh! 

 
 

Kids in the Kitchen  

Tomorrow will be our first Kids in the Kitchen for the year. Money for this had to be in by today. 
If your child has not paid, they will need to pack their own lunch. Please make sure the 
remaining $15 for the term has been handed-in by Tuesday 28th February. If your child is fussy 
then please pack a sandwich as a back-up.  

 

Unexplained Student Absences  

Our school is working hard to encourage and support every student to attend school every 
day, unless they are unwell. Students who attend school regularly are advantaged in many 
ways including better academic outcomes and mental health, being able to make and 
maintain healthy friendships and they are less likely to drop out of school early.  

Everyone plays a role in improving attendance at school - students, parents, carers and 
teachers, and we need to work together. To help us better support your child's attendance at 
school, I ask that you provide us with an explanation when they are not at school, within seven 
days of the first day of their absence. This can be provided to us in an email (Raleigh-
p.school@det.nsw.edu.au) , in a written note or as an SMS (Katrina 0403 177 961).  

Reducing the number of unexplained student absences is a focus of all schools across the Mid 
Coast Valleys and we appreciate your assistance in minimising these at Raleigh Public School. 

For more information, you can check out the Department's Student Attendance Policy and the 
Student Attendance in Government School Procedures. 

The Importance of arriving on time: 

• Ensures that students do not miss out on important learning activities scheduled early in the 
day.  

• Helps students learn the importance of punctuality and routine. 

• Gives students time to greet their friends before class. 



3 | P a g e  R a l e i g h  P u b l i c  S c h o o l  N e w s l e t t e r  
 

• Reduces classroom disruption.  

Lateness is recorded as a partial absence and must be explained by parents.  

What if my child has to be away from school?  

On occasion, your child may need to be absent from school. Justified reasons for student 
absences may include:  

• being sick, or having an infectious disease  

• having an unavoidable medical appointment  

• being required to attend a recognised religious holiday • exceptional or urgent family 
circumstance (e.g. attending a funeral). 

Why attendance matters - Let's do the maths  

Missing a day here or there may not seem like much, but absences add up and can impact 
your child’s learning more than you think. When your child misses one day a week over a year, 
that’s 40 days of school, 8 weeks of lessons and 2.5 years over their school life lost. 

Head Lice  

With the warm weather we are seeing an increase in head lice at school. Please remember to 
try to minimise the risk of the spread between students and staff.  We ask that all students 
with hair below their shoulders wears their hair tied up. If your child has headlice it is very 
important that your child’s hair is treated and brushed out with a quality fine-tooth comb to 
remove eggs and lice. You will need to keep checking their hair regularly as there are always 
lice and eggs that are missed. Don’t forget to treat all bedding, pillow slips and if you have 
ongoing reinfestation treat car seats and lounges also. Please let the school know ASAP so that 
we can ensure that your child’s hat is washed to avoid reinfestation. Headlice are inevitable in 
schools. They are not fussy and like both clean and dirty hair. We need the help of every one of 
our families to keep regularly checking, treating and notifying the school, to reduce the 
spread. 

Library  

This year our Library borrowing day will be Friday. Please make sure that your child packs their 
library bag and books to return each Friday. If students are reading a novel these can be 
brought into school and reborrowed, if they haven’t finished reading them. 
 

Gumbaynggirr Language Lessons  

We are very excited to start Gumbaynggirr Language lessons this Friday. These will occur for 
each class, every Friday and will be run by our tutor, Jett Jarrett. We are all very excited to have 
this great program running again in our school. 

 

Package Free Lunch Winner 

 
Congratulations to this week’s package free winner.  This will be 
calculated from Tuesday to the following Monday each week. All students 
achieving this will go into a draw to become the Package Free Lunch 
winner. As well as receiving a certificate for their great effort, they will also 
choose a small prize. 
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Weekly Attendance Award 

 
Congratulations to our Weekly Attendance Award recipient who has 
achieved 100% attendance over the past five days.  This will be calculated 
from Tuesday to the following Monday each week. All students achieving 
this will go into a draw to become the Weekly Attendance Award winner. 
As well as receiving a certificate for their great effort, they will also choose 
a small prize. 
 
 

 
Kind Regards, 
Katrina Meenahan 
 
Stewart House Donation Drive 2023 

92 years caring for children. Your donation supports the 1,600 children who attend Stewart 
House each year from public schools across NSW and ACT 

You could win a $4,000 holiday/gift voucher.  Please place a $2 coin, or equivalent into the 
envelope provided.  Complete the entry details on the back and return it to school to be 
eligible for the draw. 
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